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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, 
one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be 
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made 
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

[g| 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months of 
the U.S. filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 

£<] 2. The references were cited by or submitted to the Office in parent application No. 

09/987,683, filed November 15, 2001, which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 
35 U.S.C. §120. Thus^ copies of these references are not attached. 37 CFR §1.98(d). 



Respectfully submitted, 



JAO:JAD/ldg 

Date: February 18,2004 

Oliff & BERRIDGE, PLC 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 



James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 

Jacob A. Doughty 
Registration No. 46,671 
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conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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Europe 
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GB2 241 186 A 
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Great Britain 
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GB2 222 179 A 
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Great Britain 
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EP0 396 132 Al 


11/07/1990 


Europe 







OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Sheet 3 of 5 



Form PTO- 1 449 US DepL of Commerce 
(REV. 8-83) PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 
111129.01 


APPLICATION NO. 
Rule 53(b) Continuation of 
Application No. 09/987,683 


APPLICANTS 

Mark H. SHIPTON et al. 


FILING DATE 
February 18,2004 


PRIOR GROUP 
1742 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 
















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 




43 


EP0 231 999 A2 


08/12/1987 


Europe 








44 


GB 2 169 318 A 


07/09/1986 


Great Britain 








45 


GB 2 158 942 A 


11/20/1985 


Great Britain 








46 


JP A 9-314364 (w/abstract) 


12/09/1997 


Japan 








47 


JP A 9-76038 (w/abstract) 


03/25/1997 


Japan 








48 


WO 97/35678 


10/02/1997 


WIPO 








49 


WO 95/29785 


11/09/1995 


WIPO 








50 


WO 95/11100 


04/27/1995 


WIPO 








51 


WO 86/02337 


04/24/1986 


WIPO 








52 


DE 195 47 903 CI 


03/20/1997 


Germany 








53 


DE 41 30 952 Al (w/abstract) 


04/01/1993 


Germany 








54 


DE41 15 230 Al 


01/02/1992 


Germany 








55 


DE41 02 071 Al 


07/25/1991 


Germany 








56 


DE40 14 808 Al 


11/22/1990 


Germany 








57 


DE 39 42 051 Al 


08/09/1990 


Germany 








58 


DE 39 42 050 Al 


08/09/1990 


Germany 








59 


DE 39 42 049 A 1 


08/09/1990 


Germany 








60 


DE 39 42 048 Al (w/abstract) 


08/09/1990 


Germany 








61 


DE34 26 201 Al 


01/23/1986 


Germany 








62 


JP A 10-76363 (w/abstract) 


03/24/1998 


Japan 






OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 








EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED 


Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Sheet 4 of 5 



Form PTO- 1 449 US Dept. of Commerce 
(REV. 8-83) PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 
111129.01 


APPLICATION NO. 
Rule 53(b) Continuation of 
Application No. 09/987,683 


APPLICANTS 

Mark H. SHIPTON et al. 


FILING DATE 
February 18,2004 


PRIOR GROUP 
1742 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 






5,622,638 


04/22/1997 


Schell et al. 


























































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 




63 


JP A 10-1767 (w/abstract) 


01/06/1998 


Japan 








64 


JP A 59-96273 (w/abstract) 


06/02/1984 


Japan 








65 


JP A 62-207883 (w/abstract) 


09/12/1987 


Japan 








66 


SU 1798377 A 1 (w/abstract) 


02/28/1993 


Russian 








67 


SU 1822047 Al (w/abstract) 


09/10/1996 


Russia 






OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 


































EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED 


Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Sheet 5 of 5 



Form PTO-1449 
(REV. 8-83) 



US Dept of Commerce 
PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 



ATTY DOCKET NO. 
111129.01 



APPLICANTS 

Mark H. SH1PTON et al. 



FILING DATE 
February 18, 2004 



APPLICATION NO. 
Rule 53(b) Continuation of 
Application No. 09/987,683 



PRIOR GROUP 
1742 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
TNITIAI 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 






4 261 742 A 


04/1981 


CYiiinland et al 










4 719 080 A 


01/1988 


Duhl et al 










5,077,141 A 


12/1991 


Naik et al. 










5,366,695 A 


11/1994 


Erickson 










5,395,584 A 


03/1995 


Berger et al. 










5,916,382 A 


06/1999 


Sato et al. 










6,051,083 A 


04/2000 


Tamaki et al. 










6,054,096 A 


04/2000 


Duhl et al. 










6,444,057 Bl 


09/2002 


Darolia et al. 










6,468,367 Bl 


10/2002 


Mukira et al. 










2001/0026769 A 1 


10/2001 


Kobayashi et al. 










2002/0062886 A 1 


05/2002 


Hino et al. 



































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 







DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 






EP0 194 391 Al 


09/17/1986 


Europe 










EP 0 207 874 A2 


01/07/1987 


Europe 










GB 2 235 697 A 


03/13/1991 


Great Britain 










EP 0 577 316 A2 


01/05/1994 


Europe 










FR 2780983 Al 


01/2000 


France 







OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered, faiclude copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



